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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


To the members of the 
American Nature Study Society: 


When the results of this year’s election 
were announced in Boston I found myself 
president, something that even yet I find 
hard to believe could have happened to 
me. I am deeply grateful for your confi- 
dence. I am proud to be a member of the 
American Nature Study Society, for more 
than any other organization, the interests 
of this group coincide with my own. 
From the time I first discovered A.N.S.S. 
at their annual meeting in Philadelphia 
in December, 1940, and journeyed afield 
with them to Bartram Gardens, I knew 
that I had found an association that I 
wished to continue. I resolved that when 


my degree was finished and I was again 
earning money that I would try to attend 
annual meetings. Beginning with Chicago, 
I have been to all except the New York 
meeting, and to a!l of the western ones. 
Every one has been an experience I would 
not have missed, and well worth the 
effort and expense. 


The fellowship among the members is 
especially highlighted on the field trips. 
As I check over the membership list, I 
find that I now know a large number 
from many parts of the United States. 
And the ones I know are such worth- 
while people and such fine naturalists! 
I am sure the others are also. What better 
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1954 Officers 
Of The American 
Nature Study Society 


President 
RutH Hopson 
Professor in Oregon State System 
of Higher Education 
Vice-President 
RICHARD L. WEAVER 
Professor, Conservation Department, 
University of Michigan 
Treasurer 
GILBERT MOUSER 


Professor, Conservation Department, 
Michigan State College 


Secretary 
HELEN B. Ross 


Professor, Natural Science Department, 
State Teachers College, 
Fitchburg, Massachusetts 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
1953-1954 Term 
Eva L. GorDON 


Professor, Nature Study Department 
Cornell University 


CHARLES E. MOHR 
Director Audubon Nature Center, 
Greenwich, Connecticut 
Epwin Way TEALE 
Author, Baldwin, Long Island, N. Y. 
RICHARD WESTWOOD 
Editor, Nature Magazine, 
Washington, D. C. 
Emery WILL 


Professor of Biology, 
College for Teachers, 
Oneonta, New York 
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Secretary 
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Fall Meeting of the 
NATIONAL ASSN. OF BIOLOGY TEACHERS 


The National Association of Biology Teachers is now a member society of the 
American Institute of Biological Sciences and will participate in the annual meeting 
of A.I.B.S. at the University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, September 5 to 9. 


PROGRAM 


MONDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 6 — 9:00 A.M. 
P. K. Yonge Cafeteria 
Brother Charles, President-elect of NABT, Presiding 


THE IMPROVEMENT OF BIOLOGY TEACHING THROUGH 
1. Wise Use of Natural Resources-- Both a Means and an End 
Roy N. Jervis, Florida High School, Tallahassee, Florida 
2. The Use of Projects 
Sarah Clark, Osceola High School, Kissimmee, Florida 
3. The Utilization of a Marine Environment 
Helen Boer, Elizabeth Cobb Junior High, Tallahassee, Florida 
4. A combination of Techniques 
Samuel L. Meyer, Florida State University, Tallahassee, Florida 


(Thirty minutes for each paper; one hour will be allowed for discussion after all papers 
are given.) 
MONDAY AFTERNOON, SEPTEMBER 6 — 2:00 P.M. 
P. K. Yonge Cafeteria 
Joint Meeting of the National Asociation of Biology Teachers with the Teaching Section of 
the Botanical Society of America 


SYMPOSIUM 


MONDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 6 — 8:00 P.M. 
Florida Gym 
General Meeting for All Societies 


TUESDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 7 — 9:00 A.M. 
P. K. Yonge Cafeteria 
Joint Meeting of the National Association of Biology Teachers with the Teaching Section of 
the Botanical Society of America 
TUESDAY AFTERNOON, SEPTEMBER 7 — 2:00 P.M. 
In Front of P. K. Yonge 


Field trip sponsored by the National Association of Biology Teachers, the Association of 
Southeastern Biologists, and the Florida Association of Science Teachers 


Leaders: E. S. Ford, Professor of Botany: Albert M. Laessle, Asst. Professor of Biology, 
University of Florida 


To observe plants and animals in selected habitats in the Gainesville area. Collecting can be 
done. Specimens may be cared for in Building J 


Transportation by bus-— there will be a nominal charge for transportation. 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 — 12:00 
Luncheon Meeting 


Luncheon meeting sponsored by the National Association of Biology Teachers and the Florida 
Association of Science Teachers 


WEDNESDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 8 — 8:00 P.M. 
Broward Hall 
Biologist’s Smoker and Open House 
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Be Ready For 


The California Meeting 


GET ACQUAINTED 
WITH OUR WESTERN MEMBERSHIP 


DoNnALD Epwarp McHenry, Chief 
Park Naturalist, Yosemite National Park; 
served on boards of directors Potomac 
Area Campfire Girls, Washington, D. C. ; 
Nature adviser for Potomac Area, Boy 
Scouts of America, Merit Badge Examiner 
since 1936. ANSS members may have the 
opportunity for a trip in the Yosemite 
under the guidance of Donald Edward 
McHenry. 

JANE Dirks EDMUNDS, asso- 
ciate professor of biology, Linfield Col- 
lege, McMinnville, Oregon, went from 
Kansas to the Pacific Northwest in 1924. 
Enjoys all forms of outdoor life, particu- 
larly interested in small mammals. Her 
training and interests are mainly ecologi- 
cal, as illustrated by her Ph.D. theses: 
“A Comparison of Biotic Communities 
of the Cedar-Hemlock and Oak-Hickory 
Associations.” 

ROLAND Care Ross, Los Angeles State 
College, has varied interests in the area 
of natural science. Has served as meteor- 
ologist for T.W.A., teaches thirteen 
nature study courses, all with field work, 
at Los Angeles State College. 

Mrs. WALTER BrucCKART, Wasco, 
Oregon, is a rancher in north central 
Oregon, raising wheat and cattle. The 
Bruckarts are interested in conservation 
and are working with the state game com- 
mission in the development of game habi- 
tats. Mr. Bruckart was named conserva- 
tion farmer for his county in 1948 and 
1949; Mrs. Bruckart has recently com- 
pleted a two-year term as state chairman 
of soils and water division of conserva- 
tion of Oregon Federated Women Clubs. 
The Bruckarts sound like a fine team of 
conservationists. 

WALTER P. TayLor, Claremont, Cali- 
fornia possesses a rich store of experi- 
ences in natural history: curator of mam- 
mals, University of California Museum 
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Notice to 


ANSS Members 


The magazine OUTDOORS ILLUS- 
TRATED has changed its name 
back to CANADIAN NATURE. The 
members who have ordered 
OUTDOORS ILLUSTRATED are re- 
ceiving the magazine under the 
new name. 
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A. N.S. S. NEWS 


Talks and Walks 


BY H. RAYMOND GREGG 

Have you led a trip lately? Have any 
problems? Are you satisfied that you did 
a good job? You might take a few tips 
from “Conducted Trips,” the second in a 
new series of training bulletins being de- 
veloped by the National Park Service for 
in-service training use. This bulletin gives 
much helpful guidance on conducted trip 
mechanics. It points out the finer inter- 
pretive techniques which have made the 
naturalist-guided trips in the national 
parks so successful through the years. The 
conclusion is a challenge to self-evaluation 
by the leader. This, and the first of the 
bulletins, “Talks,” were written prin- 
cipally by Senior Naturalist Howard R. 
Stagner, of the Washington Office of the 
National Park Service, former park 
naturalist in Sequoia, Mount Rainier, and 
Grand Teton National Parks and Petri- 
fied Forest National Monument. 

In “Talks,” practical discussions of 
communication as an art are followed by 
carefully developed guidelines for organi- 
zation and presentation of talks of various 
kinds under different conditions of loca- 
tion and audience. 

A limited supply of these bulletins 
beyond the training needs of the Service 
has been published, and they are being 
made available to state and local agencies 
concerned with outdoor education, and to 
persons having leadership responsibilities 
in the nature study and conservation 
fields. Requests should be directed to the 
Chief Naturalist, National Park Service, 
Washington 25, D . C. 


N.A.B.T. Receives Grant 


The National Association of Biology 
Teachers has received a $15,000.00 grant 
from the National Science Foundation for 


a Southeastern Workshop on Biology 
Teaching. The workshop will begin on 
August 28 and continue through the first 
two days of the annual meeting of the 
American Institute of Biological Sciences 
at the University of Florida, Gainesville, 
Florida. 


America’s Olympia 

The Olympic National Park Natural 
History Handbook is the first of a new 
series of publications of the National 
Park Service to be released. It is a hand- 
some 70-page illustrated booklet with 
attractive paper cover, and is available 
from the Superintendent of Documents, 
Washington 25, D. C., for 30 cents. 

It is expected that these booklets in the 
natural history field will rival the success 
of the Service’s Historical Handbook 
series which have been ‘“‘best sellers’ on 
book-of-the-month travel literature lists. 
Additional handbooks on Rocky Mountain 
National Park, Colorado, and Badlands 
National Monument, South Dakota, are 
in press, and should be available by early 
fall. Others will follow. 


The Olympic handbook tells the fasci- 
nating story of water in its journey from 
ocean to glacier and return via the copi- 
ous rivers of this vast wilderness park in 
the heart of the Olympic Peninsula of 
Washington. Intricately linked with th‘s 
story of climate and weather are stories 
of the building of the land through the 
ages; man’s short history in the region; 
the rich association of plant life superla- 
tively expressed in the luminescent 
emerald understory of the rain forests of 
the western slope; and _ the stately 
Olympic elk and his animal associates, 
already introduced to people throughout 
America in the Walt Disney True-Life 
Adventure film, “Olympic Elk.” For 
thousands who have seen this film, the 
park handbook will be a source of further 
adventure and learning in the environ- 
ment that has produced the Olympic elk. 


BE READY FOR 
THE CALIFORNIA MEETING 

———- continued from page 2 ——-— 
of Vertebrate Zoology; Biologist, U. S. 
Department of Agriculture; American 
Biological Survey, U. S. Department of 
Interior. Fish and Wildlife Service; 
professor of Wildlife Management, Texas 
A. and M.; professor of zoology, Okla- 
homa A. and M.; past president: Eco- 
logical Society of America, American 
Society of Mammalogists, Wildlife 
Society, Texas Academy of Science. 
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LETTER 


A.A.A.S. 


Cooperative Committee 


ON THE TEACHING 
OF SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS 


At the annual spring meeting of the 
AAAS Cooperative Committee on the 
Teaching of Science and Mathematics 
held in Chicago, Illinois, John R. Mayor 
of the University of Wisconsin was elec- 
ted chairman. Dr. Mayor, for several 
years the representative of the Mathe- 
matical Association of America on the 
committee, succeeds Morris Meister, prin- 
cipal of the Bronx High School of Science 
and representative of the National Science 
Teachers Association. Laurence L. Quill 
of Michigan State College, representing 
the Division of Chemical Education of the 
American Chemical Society, was elected 
to the newly-created office of vice- 
chairman. Bernard B. Watson of the 
Operations Research Office of Johns 
Hopkins University, representing the 
American Association of Physics Teach- 
ers, was reelected secretary of the com- 
mittee. The American Nature Study 
Society is represented on the committee 
by Richard L. Weaver of the University 
of Michigan. 


1954 Officers 
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1954-1955 Term 

STANLEY MULIAK 

Professor of Biology, 

University of Utah 
HOwARD WEAVER 

Texas Forest Service, 

College Station, Texas 
MALVINA TRUSSELL 

Professor, Science Education, 


Florida State University 


RoGER Tory PETERSON 
Author and Artist, Glen Echo, Md. 


RICHARD FISCHER 
Professor, Nature Study Department, 
Cornell University 
EDITOR OF NEWSLETTER 
MALVINA TRUSSELL 
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President’s Message 
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reward could one have for attending 
meetings than knowing our members? It 
is wonderful to have friends with an 
interest in and knowledge of the out-of- 
doors, and even more to have them serve 
as guides in areas where they are at home 
and I am a stranger. Over the years the 
field trips add up to an impressive list: 
Bartram Gardens, the top of the Wasatch 
Range near Salt Lake City, the Indiana 
Sand Dunes along the shores of Lake 
Michigan, the edge of the Appalachian 
Plateau near Cleveland, the ocean and 
mountains near Los Angeles, the Pine 
Barrens of New Jersey, the Mississippi 
flood plains near St. Louis, the Botanical 
Gardens of native California plants at 
Santa Barbara, and the North Shore from 
Boston. And once, I had the privilege of 
being one of the leaders and of arranging 
a field trip to Mary's Peak near Corvallis, 


Oregon. 


The showing of kodachromes by mem- 
bers is an important part of each meeting. 
The standard is high, set by each member 


himself; so without competition, or 
organized planning, an evening of top 
nature photography is provided. This has 
become traditional. The informality adds 
much to the enjoyment of those who 
attend. Photographers always like to show 


their best to an appreciative audience and 
to view the best of their fellows. Ex- 
change of ideas and new goals of excel- 
lence inspire better nature photography 
year by year. 


The banquet or buffet supper is an- 
other occasion for fellowship among the 
members. We are lucky people indeed to 
have such eminent naturalists as Roger 
Tory Peterson, Arthur A. Allen, E. 
Laurence Palmer, Harold Bryant, Edwin 
Way Teale, Richard W. Westwood, and 
Ellsworth Jaeger as our banquet speakers, 
to name a few from recent years. The 
American Nature Study Society provides 
the common meeting ground for the lay- 
man with the professional naturalist who 
directs his interest, including those who 
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interpret the parks and museums, teachers 
of natural sciences, leaders of youth 
organizations, nature writers, photog- 
raphers, artists, and lecturers. All profit 
by knowing the others. 


Some of the programs of our annual 
meetings that have meant the most to 
me were those dealing with nature 
writing, publishing of natural history 
magazines, conservation, natural history 
photography, school camps, interpretive 
programs of parks, natural history pro- 
grams of youth organizations and botani- 
cal gardens. Here those who are foremost 
in their fields have shared their knowl- 
edge and experience with the rest of us. 


The American Nature Study Society 
was organized in 1908 at New York City 
to provide a professional society for 
nature leaders and teachers, and to pro- 
mote nature and resource-use education 
programs. The fact that successful meet- 
ings are still being held, not only in the 
East, but also in the West, proves that 
the society is fulfilling its function with 
a history of strong leadership in this 
important field. 


With this fine tradition behind us, we 
can look forward with confidence in the 
future. Perhaps we might even cautiously 
undertake to widen our activities. I have 
wondered about an extension of regional 
activities. We have found that our West- 
ern meeting in June with the Pacific 
Division of the AAAS is reaching many 
who cannot often attend the national 
meetings. Perhaps similar meetings in 
other sections would serve to strengthen 
our membership and to promote the aims 
of our society. A few meetings at state 
level, sponsored by members who are ex- 
perienced in the National or Western 
meetings, would serve many who find it 
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AMERICAN NATURE STUDY SOCIETY 


State Teachers College, Fitchburg, Mass. 


Eva L. Gordon 
Rm. 5, Stone Hall 
Cornell Univ. 
Ithaca, N. Y. 


impossible to. travel to distant meetings. 
If these were publicized and open to all 
who were interested, new members might 
be recruited. A good field trip could do 
much to encourage membership. 


The annual meeting in December, 
1954, will be at Berkeley, California. 
This is the first time the A.A.A.S. has 
met on the Pacific Coast. We are plan- 
ning a full scale meeting, and I hope you 
are coming! I have travelled from the 
West Coast to the East Coast for three 
meetings, and from the West to the 
Central region for three meetings. Look 
at a map. Those so called ‘'Central’’ meet- 
ings were two thirds of the way East. | 
would not have missed one of these meet- 
ings. Do not let the distance cause you to 
miss the first national meeting of the 
American Nature Study Society on the 
West Coast. Our Western members will 
be expecting you who are Eastern, South- 
ern, Central, or Northern! Please plan 
now to come, and if you know now that 
you are coming, please let me know. This 
is the year to spend your Christmas vaca- 
tion on the West Coast. I am working on 
an overnight field trip to get you into the 
redwoods, and to the tide-pools. If it 
works out, we will have our annual 
“banquet” complete with banquet speaker 
and square dancing along the shores of 
the Pacific. 


Since you have bestowed the honor of 
the presidency of your society upon me, 
I accept both the honor and the respon- 
sibility humbly. With the help of all of 
you, may we have another successful year 
in which we carry out the aims and live 
up to the traditions of the American 
Nature Study Society! 


Sincerely, 
RuTH E. Hopson, President 
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